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Mr. President, 

Timor-Leste warmly welcomes the  honourable members of the Panel  and
thanks them for the presentation of their report.

Earlier this year we received a visit by Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz, Special
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous people and we welcome her findings.
We are particularly pleased for Ms. Tauli Corpuz’s acknowledgement of the
important  gains in environmental  protection and biodiversity generated by
indigenous practices.

My country is proud of its cultural heritage and we had recognized and value
the norms and customs of Timor-Leste in our Constitution. 

The harmonization of formal and customary justice has been a priority for the
Government  of  Timor-Leste  since  the  beginning.  Traditional  practices  are
part  of  our  identity  and  we  must  intensify  efforts  to  make  sure  that  our
members of the community are included and have their voices heard. 

For that, we established in the past a Legislative Reform Commission, a body
that  produced  extensive  reports  on  the  Timorese  justice  system  and  in
particular  on  the  traditional  justice  system.  The  Commission  found  that
instead  of  an  opposition,  Timor-Leste  has  an  articulated  system  of  both



formal  and  customary  justice,  local  conflict  resolution  bodies  play  an
essential role in strengthening of the democratic system and the identity of
our country reflect the socio-cultural heterogeneity of the country. This is in
line with the findings made by Ms. Tauli Corpuz in her report. 

Ms. Tauli Corpuz,

We note of your recommendations and are please to inform that some of
them  are  already  being  implemented,  such  as  the  strengthening  of  legal
professionals in the country. We have in fact several cooperation programmes
in  the  area  of  justice,  either  with  country  partners  or  with  UN agencies
present  in the country.  As for land issues,  before any law is adopted,  we
perform consultations with civil  society,  NGOs and local  communities  an
even  now,  two  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Land  Law,  we  conduct
dissemination sessions through the country to reach remote communities.

We will  continue  to  allocate  resources  to  ensure  the  implementation  and
monitoring of our commitment made in the area, as you recommended, and
we look forward to engage in the future with you and the Expert Mechanism
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

I thank you


